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Wealth and children are the adornments of the life 
of this world; but the permanent righteous deeds are 
better in your Lord’s Sight (to attain) rewards, and 
better in respect of hope. 

Surah al-Kahf, verse 46 


How admirable is pure money for a pious man! 

Prophetic hadith 


The money that a true believer needs to support himself 

with is comparable to the donkey that he rides, and 

the carpet that he sits on - nay, rather the toilet that he 

relieves himself in - for he has a need for these things, 

but they do not occupy a status (in his heart).. . 

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah 
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Transliteration Table 


Consonants, 



Vowels, diphthongs, etc. 
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Wealth: An Introduction 


Allah created man for the sole purpose of worshipping Him. 
As He said, 
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“And I have not created man and jinn (for any other purpose) 
except to worship Me. I do not need any rizq (sustenance) 
from them, nor do I want that they should feed Me! Verily, 
Allah is the only One who is al-Razzaq (the (liver and 
Provider of all Wealth and Sustenance), the Owner of Power, 
the Most Strong!” [Surah al-Dhanyat , 56-58] 

In another verse, the Prophet (^) was told, 
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So bear patiently what they say, and glorify the praises of 
your Lord before the rising of the sun, and before its setting ... 
...We do not ask you for provision (i.e., to give Us something); 
(rather) We provide it for you. And the good end (i.e., 
Paradise) is for those that are conscious (of Allah).” [Surah 

TaHa, 130-132) 
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In these verses, Allah informs us that the purpose of life is to 
worship Allah, and Allah alone. Also, He reminds us that He is 
not in need of provision (rizq) from His creation - rather, He 
is the One Who supplies a determined provision (rizq), thereby 
providing for the needs of mankind. We find herein an indication 
that the One Who provides wealth does so for a purpose, and that 
purpose is to aid us in worshipping Him. In both of the above 
verses, Allah combines mention of the concept of worship with 
assurance of provision from Himself. Thus, the following can be 
deduced: 

• The purpose of creation is to worship Allah. 

• One of the primary distractions from the obligation of 
worship is the seeking of sustenance. Many of mankind 
falsely assume that compromising acts of worship so as to 
increase efforts in seeking earnings will increase a person’s 
wealth (rizq). 

• Therefore, Allah assures mankind of their rizq , and 
promises that if they are faithful to Allah and worship Him 
alone, He will provide their sustenance and wealth with 
ease and blessings. 

• Allah does not, however, benefit in any way from mankind 
— either from our wealth or from our actions. Rather, 
it is mankind that benefits from the generosity of Allah, 
whereas Allah does not profit in the slightest from His 
creation. 


Wealth, along with all other blessings, is from Allah. This is 
mentioned clearly in the Qur’an, and the two above-quoted verses 
proclaim this fact. In another verse, Allah comforts the believers, 
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“ and if you fear poverty, then Allah will enrich you, if He 
wills, out of His Bounty. Surely, Allah is All-Knowing, All- 
Wise.” [Surah al-Tawbah, 28] 

Allah is described in one prayer in the Qur’an as: 

“ and You give wealth (and sustenance) to whom You will, 
without limit.” [Surah Al- Imran, 27] 


Indeed, 



“Allah is very Gracious and Kind to His slaves. He gives 
provisions to whom He wills. And He is the All-Strong, the 
All-Mighty.” [Surah al-Shiira, 19] 


The faithful and wise will recall the source of their sustenance 
(rizq), as Allah commands, 






“O Mankind! Remember the Grace of Allah upon you! Is 
there any creator other than Allah who provides for you from 
the sky and the earth?” [Surah Fatir , 3) 

So all creatures, great or small, rely upon Allah for their rizq: 



“And there is no living creature on earth except that its 
provision (rizq) is upon Allah, and He knows its dwelling 
place and its resting place. All is in a Clear Book (i.e., Al- 
Lawh-Al Mahfuz).” [Surah Hud , 6] 
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Not only is the nzq that a person will earn written on the Lawh 
al-Mahfuz , 4 it is also written when a person is in the womb of his or 
her mother. I he Prophet (3|§j) stated, while describing the process 
of conception, 

“...then the angel comes to it (the embryo), and writes 
down the length of his life, his deeds, (the amount) of his 
sustenance, and whether he will be wretched or happy (in the 
Hereafter).” 5 

So all of a person’s wealth has been pre-destined for him (or 
her) before even being born. No matter what he or she does, it will 
not be possible to increase or decrease this amount - that which 
has been pre-destined will come, that which has not, will not. 


The Blessings of Wealth 


In many verses in the Qur’an, Allah commands the believers 
to enjoy the material blessings which He has provided for them. 
Allah states: 
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hat and drink of that which Allah has provided and do 
not act corruptly, making mischief on the earth.” [Surah al- 
Baqarah , 60] 


Allah reminds mankind that He is the One Who provides them 
with their every need: 



I he Lawh al-Mahfuz is a I ablet in which Allah has written all that will 
occur from the time of creation until the Day of Judgement. 

5 Reported by al-Bukhari (6/303) and others. 
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“And remember when you were few and were reckoned weak 
. . i an( i and were afraid that men might kidnap you, but 

He provided a safe place for you, strengthened you with His 
Help, and provided you with good things so that you might 

be grateful.” [Surah al-Anfal , 26] 

Allah states that it is He, 



“...who has made the earth a resting place for you, and the 
sky as a canopy, and sent down rain from the sky and brought 
forth therewith fruits as a provision for you. Then do not set 
up rivals unto Allah (in worship) while you know (that He 
alone has the right to be worshipped).” [Surah al-Baqarah , 

22 ] 

If a person recognises this, then he should worship only Allah: 



“O you who believe! Eat of the lawful things that We have 
provided you with, and be grateful to Allah, if it is indeed He 
Whom you worship.” | Surah al-Baqarah, 172 ] 

So mankind is commanded to eat, drink and earn their 
sustenance from the pure and lawful means that Allah has placed 
at their disposal. In the end, the blessings that we enjoy, being 
Irom Allah, should incline us to gratitude, and inspire the faithful 
to greater heights in sincerity and in worship. 
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